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AIE is pleased to announce that Paige Battcher is the
first Academy graduate to earn a Fulbright Scholarship.
Paige, who graduated from AIE in 2004, has been
awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to teach English in
Thailand next year. After completing her year abroad,
Paige intends to return to the States and complete a
Masters Degree in Public Policy.

Paige’s academic career since leaving AIE has been
a great success. In addition to the Fulbright Scholar-
ship, Paige graduatedSumma Cum Laudefrom the
University of Louisville, was awarded the Omicron
Delta Kappa Outstanding Graduating Senior Award,
was recognized as a University Honors Scholar, and
was inducted into Beta Gamma Sigma, the business
school honor society.

In addition to her academic success, Paige spent
time on the University of Louisville Rowing Team, was
a member of the UL Student Orientation Staff, spent a
semester studying abroad at the Hague University in
the Netherlands, and spent a semester studying at the
University of South Florida.

Don Battcher, Paige’s father and a former member of
the AIE faculty, credited AIE with helping Paige form
the drive to succeed at this level, “Paige would not the
person she is without her experience of the unique
mission and method of the Academy. The Academy
experience provided Paige with independent study
skills, an intense work ethic, a keen awareness of the

diversity of every single individual, and the joy of learning
how to learn...She wants to change the world! That’s part
of what makes us proud of her, and proud of the Acad-
emy for all it accomplished in bringing her to this point.”

In addition to her hard work, Paige credits the Fulbright
Scholarship on the relationships she developed by ac-
tively participating in college life, “How did I get the Ful-
bright? Networking and making connections on campus.
I tell freshman all the time that no one will pat you on the
back for being mediocre. I have absolutely no regrets
about my four years of college….I feel extremely grateful
for the opportunities I have had and continue to receive,
yet I understand that my hard work and dedication plays a
large role in my own success and personal growth.”

If you want to see more about Paige and her path to the
award of the Fulbright Scholarship, you can find more
information at the UL home page, www.louisville.edu, and
her European videos at www.youtube.com/
whynotoptimism.

The Fulbright
The Fulbright is sponsored by the U.S. Department of

State. Started in 1945, in the aftermath of WWII, the
program “seeks to promote mutual understanding be-
tween the people of the United States and those in more
than 155 countries through the exchange of people and
knowledge.” Fulbright scholars are chosen for their aca-
demic merit and leadership potential.
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Sam Battcherearned a Presidential Scholarship (full tuition) at the University of Louisville & an additional scholarship towards American
University in Washington DC. He is planning to accept U of L’s offer.

Eli Bowmanis heading to trade school to pursue a career in audio recording and studio work.

Vincent Campisanois attending Murray.

Alana Caseywill first be attending PJ’s College of Cosmetology in August of 2008.She will finish a 5-month program that will allow her to
work in a nail salon while attending JCC.

Jessica Chambersis attending Mid-America College of Funeral Home Services. She isdetermined to be a mortician.

Devin Crowdusis undecided on her major, but will be attending college.

Ben Daviswill be working at Southeast Christian Church this summer and then going into the Air National Guard. He plans to attend U
of L in the spring.

Philip Dellarwill be majoring in Computer Graphic Design at Louisville Technical Institute.

Julie Ellardearned a half-tuition scholarship for acting & a $2,000 Passport Scholarship.She will be attending Lee University and touring
with Kingdom Players, a traveling acting group.

Michael Flahertyhas been accepted to the University of West Florida where he will pursue his BA in Marine Biology. They will be giving him
$5,000 per semester. Afterwards, he plans on attending the University ofSouth Florida to get a Doctorate in Ichthyology. He
will also minor in Business.

Michael Gagelhas a wide variety of interests including marine biology, photojournalism and aeronautics. He hopes to pursue one of these.

Amanda Gentryintends to be an ASL interpreter. To meet this goal, she plans to first attend JCC then Eastern Kentucky University.

Jamie Hancockhas tapped into $12,440 worth of grants and will be attending Northern Kentucky University.

Katherine Henningis planning to become an RN. She will be attending JCC and then transferring for her degree.

Jenna Holladaywas awarded the Presidential Scholarship at Lee University. She wasalso offered a Dean’s Scholarship at Campbellsville
University. She will be attending Lee and majoring in English/Education. She is considering teaching or journalism as a ca-
reer path.

Eric Howardwill be attending Northern Kentucky University.

Brandon Jacobsis making plans to attend JCTC.

Brittany Jarrettis leaning towards a career in hair design.

Josh Joneswill be attending Northern Kentucky University.

Kimberlee Koppelwill continue pursuing her goal of working in photography and finishing college.

Joshua Marceauxreceived a Kentucky Presidential Scholarship.

Nicole McCauleyis considering fulfilling her wanderlust by becoming a flight attendant and seeing the world before, perhaps, attending law
school.

AJ McClurewill be attending the University of Kentucky.

Chris McCunewill be attending JCC and then U of L. He is interested in becoming a member of the Air National Guard or SWAT.

Candice McKinneywas offered a full-tuition scholarship at Western Kentucky University, but declined it to accept an offer at Northern Kentucky
University where she was awarded a $4,500 yearly scholarship.

Andrew Milleraspires to be a handyman and will be working towards this goal.

Zach Meinersreceived a Presidential Scholarship to Asbury College where he will major in media communications. This summer he is
making a short film for the DARE program. He will also be competing for scholarship money in film festivals.

Chauncey Olsenafter competing in National History Day this June, Chauncey will teach dancelessons at Louisville Collegiate School and at-
tend JCC.

The Graduates



Page 3

Jackie Robertswill be working at Kayfield Academy and UPS while she attends JCTC.

Spencer Savagewill be attending Freed Hardeman on a Presidential Scholarship. Hewill be pursuing a degree in Pre-Veterinary Biology. He
will also be on Freed’s basketball team. Spencer was the recipient ofthe Rotary Club’s “Unsung Heroe Award” and an Opti-
mist Club award.

Dylan Shumateis heading to Western Kentucky University to obtain a degree in Computer Science.

Russell Warfordis attending Jefferson Community College.

Cody Whittinghillis interested in attending JCTC’s car audio school.

Zach Woodwill be attending the University of Louisville and join the Air National Guard.

Erika Yearyhas a fulltime position at JC Penney and will be continuing her education.

Senior Moments:
Shotsfrom the Year.



THE ARTS

In order to serve more eager young thespians, the Dramatic Paws added a per-
formance this year. As always, seniors kicked off the year with a musical. This year
it was Grease (pictures page 3) and the show was amazing. Not only was the cast
strong, but thanks to senior ingenuity, we had a flying angel for Beauty School
Dropout and a real, live Grease Lighting! Creating special effects and theset de-
sign were Zach Meiners, Sam Battcher and Erika Yeary.

As soon as that set came down, one was constructed for the second play of the
season,The Best Christmas Pageant Ever. The cast & crew pulled together a
charming and touching performance. Pairing up with the Ms Jackie Shamben’s
band’s seasonal show, the performance pulled in a full-house.

The spring production was, truly, among the best on the AIE stage. Senior Julie
Ellard and junior Heather Hall started work in January forThe Miracle Worker.This
was one of the Paws’ most ambitious undertakings and it was wonderful. The stag-
ing required for the “fight” scenes that Annie Sullivan and Helen Kellerengage in
was both time-consuming and physically challenging. The product was wonderful—
Bravo!

Returning for an encore in her role, Laura Klapheke designed the sets for the
final two Paws’ productions. Particularly impressive was the beautiful “stained-
glass” window she created with assistance from her classmates Heather Hall, Mar-
cus Rich and Chris Crenshaw and teacher, Ms. McFarland.
Leaving the Paws this year were Seniors Chauncey Olsen, Julie Ellard,Spencer

Savage and Russell Warford (gotcha’ Russell). They have all been a vital part of
the troupe.
Plans are already underway and calendars will soon be going outto this year’s

Seniors who will be banding together to produce The Wizard of Oz. There is a
great deal of excitement buzzing around about this and it should be a good one.

Ms. Gil would like to express her gratitude to the alumni who came to see the
shows this year. It meant a lot to her and to the cast.
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As many people know, Ms. Jackie Shamblen has been working with elementary, middle and
high school musicians on a student band. Last year they not only performedfor parents during
a recital, but performed during the finale of the school program. This year, taking things a step
further, they pulled together a pep band. The band played during oneof the final home games
of the year. It was a fun touch & we hope to see it become a regular fixture at home games.

Freshman Caleb Burke checks out his contracting project before his class presentation.
Contracting projects such as these allow students to pursuetopics of interest to them and to
learn to schedule time.

Contracting is part of the process through which high school students at
AIE earn course credit. The photos here are just a peek into the variety of
projects created through contracting. Students also write and revise papers,
create PowerPoint displays, read and critique books, perform science ex-
periments, create topographical maps, collect oral histories, paint pictures,
create sculptures, write scripts, sew clothing, analyze stock, create art &
photographic portfolios.

Contracting is one of the tools AIE uses that help serve its diverse student
body. Each project is created and tailored to meet every students’ individ-

ual needs. A student who is planning on pur-
suing a college degree in business can de-
velop a project on the stock market. One who
hopes to pursue the arts can explore the
works of Degas or Dali in a display or presen-

Freshman Josh Irving created a visual
to display his comparative analysis of
fast food. This 10-hour project cre-
ated for math included graphs and
charts created using computer soft-
ware.

Above Chauncey Olsen, Heather Hall, Julie Ellard and MarielShutmate’s chin in
The Miracle Worker. Below: Melody Miller, Kaden Smith and Nathan Allen in
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.

Right: Seth Mattingly, Zach Alvey & Michael Black were amongthose in the Pep Band
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Above: the entire NHD class after regionals at U of L. Below Left: Kaden Smith, Tyler Glass, Jason Allen
& Nathan Allen placed first in state competition. Below Right: Chauncey Olsen, Laura Chairot, Marcie
Miller, Sara Berge and Ayla Murrell pose with Kermit the Frogand Jim Henson at nationals this June.

This year marked the largest group of AIE students ever to compete at National
History Day. Twenty-four students took part in a class designed to help students
research and create NHD projects. Led by Ms. Gillian Langley, the students com-
peted locally at U of L. Of the 24 who competed, most went on to state competition
in Frankfort. Of those, nine students placed 1st or 2nd, making them eligible to com-
plete at nationals.
Over the years, we have had students place very well in preliminaries and take 2nd

place at nationals. This year, Sara Berge, Laura Chairot and Ayla Murrell placed 3rd
in their division during preliminaries and received Best of State nationally. Addition-
ally, Chauncey Olsen and Marcie Miller competed at nationals in the individual per-
formance categories. Freshmen, Kaden Smith, Tyler Glass, Jason Allen andNathan
Allen were eligible to compete, but were unable to make the competition dueto
scheduling conflicts.

This year was particularly exciting for AIE because we not
only had such a large group competing, but we had such a
variety of projects. Students created documentaries, research
papers, museum displays and performance pieces. Nearly all
students put in at least 170 hours of work researching and cre-
ating projects. Many put in hours more, traveling, interviewing,
revising and revising and revising their projects. These projects
took the place of their contracting for one quarter (for more on
contracting see bottom page 4).

Sophomore Rebecca Sage traveled to Oklahoma to research
her project on the Trail of Tears. While there, she gained ac-
cess to the archives collection and was able to talk first-hand to
the museums’ archivist. Junior Mariel Shumate interviewed a
historian and author from Salem, Massachusetts to develop her
research paper on the underlying political motivations of the
Salem Witch hysteria. Juniors Josh Owens and Michael Red-
mon interviewed Vietnam vets and protestors to gain knowledge
to create their documentary on the social conflicts during the
Vietnam War. All students were taken to the Kentucky History
Center and given access to the archives as well as microfilm
collections of 200-year-old newspapers and documents.

National History Day is a highly respected academic compe-
tition that started at Case Western Reserve. It is backed, in
part, by the History Channel and ABC-CLIO and has received
endorsements and honors including its selection by President
Bush as a key partner in the “Our Documents” project. AIE
has enjoyed its participation with NHD over the last several
years. NHD is a excellent opportunity for students to push them-
selves academically and it allows for so much variety of skill
and such creativity. The caliber of work at nationals is phe-
nomenal and AIE has done very well on this level.
NHD’s goal is that during the process students “engage in dis-
covery and interpretation of historical topics related to an annual
theme. In the process, they hone their talents and produce
creative and scholarly projects.”

Curiously, NHD’s motto, “It’s not just a day, It’s an experience”
echoes Mr. Savage’s mantra, “It’s about the journey.” The work
load can be grueling, but the pay off in the process, the knowl-
edge of a job well done and a quality product are huge.

signed and painted murals for an Alzheimer’s wing of a local nursing
home.

Sophomore Arden Mynatt, who has created award-winning cross-stitch
pieces, used contracting to design and produce entries for this year’s
Kentucky State Fair.

It is the belief of the
Academy that this in-
creased degree of in-
volvement on the part of
its students in the learn-
ing process will foster a
sense of pride in their
abilities and accom-
plishments.

Sophomore Ayla Murrell
created steps for her family’s
hot tub for a math project.
Along the way, she also spent
time with her grandfather
learning how to safely use
tools and correctly figure tread
and rise. OSHA and her
mother are appreciative.

tation that instructs others. AIE student projects have been as diverse as
its students. From fly-fishing to physics AIE students have selected and
developed topics that push them to their limit—encouraging excellence and
engagement.

In a world where “time is our most valuable commodity,” time manage-
ment is a skill that students also need to acquire. This is also a goal of con-
tracting. Through a Resource Advisory Period (RAP), students are given
the opportunity and guidance to plan and manage the time it requires to
create a project.

Contracting projects can also serve dual purposes. Students have pur-
sued college courses, fulfilled Eagle Scout requirements, and competed in
national competitions through their contracting projects (see NHD article
above).

Last year, guided by art teacher, Linda McFarland, several students de-
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Cougar Cubs
One of the great things about keeping up with alumni, is seeing all

the baby pictures. If you have pictures of your children thatyou’d like
to share, send them in. For now, check out these adorable critters.
Who do you think they belong to? Answers are on page 10.

8.

Brandon Chasteen just graduated form GE’s Operations Management Leadership Program. He was promoted to Lean Six Sigma Black Belt-Distribution for GE Consumer and
Industrial business. He uses Six Sigma methodology Lean Manufacturing principles to identify & implement process improvements across GE’s with a goal of generating $1 million
of productivity and inventory benefits to the business annually. In plain speak, he says this means he uses “a little bit of statistics and a lot of common sense to try and convince a
bunch of people to listen to my ideas about how to save a lot of money each year, and hope that: a) they believe me. b) I'm right.”

Many may remember that BC graduated from Freed-Hardeman with High Honors for his MBA and Highest Honors for his MA of Engineering. He also earned a BS in Industrial
Engineering from U of L graduating with Highest Honors and receiving the Chauncey Fellowship.

Jennifer Ankeny Morrison and hubby Tyler had another daughter, Sydney Marie, on October 11 2007. Taylor is three now and is an absolute joy.

Stephen Roth and wife Stephanie purchased a home here in Louisville and are expecting their first child November 6th. Stephen just graduated with a Bachelor of General Studies
from IU Southeast. He has been on both the Dean’s list and Chancellor’s list for the past three years. Recently deciding topursue a career in occupational safety and health, he is
only fifteen hours away from completing a second Bachelor degree in Safety Management. At the first of the year he was hired on as the Safety Manager for Whittenberg Construc-
tion Company and will be overseeing safety operations for Whittenberg on the new Museum Plaza project scheduled to startthis summer in downtown Louisville.

Erin Glass is working at Thomas Jefferson Middle School in Louisville. She is a 6th grade Teacher Assistant in an Emotional Behavior Disorders unit. She says “everyday is a new
challenge and I have learned a lot about how to love kids no matter what disabilities they have. Going to school at AIE definitely helped me to see this ahead of time and prepare
me for my career.” She is currently trying to get in the Alternative Certification program at Spalding University. She wants to work with children with learning disabilities.

Christina Patterson has moved again! Late in February, she left Pensacola, Florida and moved to Charlotte, North Carolina. She was asked to be a part of the alumni team for FIRE
School of Ministry. She is also on the planning committee fora women’s conference/ retreat, and involved with the International House of Prayer, based in Kansas City. She’s plan-
ning a trip to Israel in November, but before then will be running in a 5K in Charlotte. Things are going well and she looks forward to more opportunities to arise the longer she is in
Charlotte.

Jennifer Hamlin graduated from ITT Tech with a 3.89 GPA. She earned her Associates of Science Degree. She was on the Dean’sHighest Honor List and a member of the Na-
tional Technical Honor Society.

Morgan Savage Andrews and hubby Matthew are still in the ‘ville (Fisherville that is) with sons Maddox (2 years) and Lincoln (7 1/2 months). They keep her busy but she says,
“being a mother is the most wonderful thing in the world. On the side, I am working on my practicum for my masters degree in Marriage and Family Therapy. I am really enjoying
doing therapy and actually getting to do what I have been learning about. I will graduate next spring. We currently live inFisherville, Ky on 5 acres. We have 2 alpacas, 2 cows, 13
baby chicks, 1 yorkie, a parrot, and a partridge in a pear tree!!!! We are thoroughly enjoying our life and hope everyone else is doing the same.”

Casey Ayres Stewart is living in Fort Wayne, Indiana with Nick, her husband of four years.

Brian Cheek was promoted to Clinical Applications Manager for Youth Village. He will be moving back to Jackson, Tennessee in August.

Monica Loeser is at IUS majoring in Special Education. She has a little over a year left before student teaching.

Brandon Savage is working in the 4th division for LouisvilleMetro Police. He and Leah are expecting their third child in February.

4.

10.



Alumni Updates

Nathan Sizemore just got back from being on tour with A Life Once Lost in Europe. He is also still in a band, Arafel, with AdamHancock.

Adam Hancock graduated from Sullivan with a degree in Culinary Arts. He owns Harbinger Homes and is building houses. He owns his own home and is still pursuing a music
career through the band Arafel.

Casey Scherzinger graduated from Louisville School of Massage. She now works at AIE and also gives massages part time. She has a condo in Jeffersonville and yes, she and
Adam are still dating.
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Sgt. Ben Kennedy is married to a “beautiful, but feisty Texannamed Rebecca” and he has a 3-year-old step-daughter. He’s stationed at Camp Pendleton, California and works for
the 1st Intelligence Battalion. He’s currently serving as an advisor on a Military Transition Team for Iraqis. He will bein Iraq for a year starting in September during which time he
will train Iraqi soldiers. When he is at the battalion, he is an imagery analyst.

Amanda Murrell just graduated with a Master of Arts in Education (Secondary English) from the University of Kentucky, Summa Cum Laude. On July 14th, 2008, she is moving to
Lima, Peru for two years as a missionary. She will teach high school English language arts in an English immersion international Christian school. She is very excited!

Daniel Pape is finishing up a year of teaching English in Wuhan, China. He will return in July and begin looking for a job.

Courtney Savage Bartlett and Robert just moved back to Louisville in March. Robert is training to be a Loan Officer at River City Bank (J-town branch) and she has been finishing up
the year at AIE as the 1st and 2nd grade teacher while Mrs. Tiffany is on maternity leave. She’s also taking on the role of "Nanny" to Morgan and Matthew's two little boys. She still
has some school to finish but is proud to say that in her last two semesters of college she was on both the Dean's list and President's list.

Eric Severs graduated in December with a degree in Media Arts. He’s been working a couple of freelance jobs in video production while he seeks a permanent position in the mass
media or production field.

Our Academy family was greatly saddened this April to hear of the passing of Sarah Adkins, age 22, a 2004
graduate. Sarah died at her home and with her family. She had been struggling with ALS, also known as Lou Ge-
hrig’s disease. Her family requested that any expressions of sympathy be made to the ALS Association. A memo-
rial walk was held for Sarah, in conjunction with the Louisville ALS walk, May 10th.
Teachers and classmates remember Sarah as a kind, caring young lady—quiet, but quick to smile. She will be
missed.

In Memory of Sarah Adkins

Daniel Cassin just graduated from Bellarmine. During his time there he was President of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, Treasurer of Omicron Delta Kappa (a co-ed leadership
honors fraternity), a member of Kappa Gamma Pi (another leadership honors fraternity) and traveled to Guatemala thoughthe study abroad program. His degree is Music with a
Jazz Emphasis. This past year, Daniel was given the "Excellence in Jazz" award from the music department and was on the Dean's list every semester graduating with 3.86 GPA
earning the title of Summa Cum Laude. Also in Bellarmine's honors program, he recently completed his senior thesis on traditional western wedding music. A major part of his thesis
was composing the processional music for his future bride when she walks down the aisle this October. Yeah, you read it right. Daniel is getting married too!

Amber Phillips is getting married Oct 4th to Coy Hutchison! They are building a house which they will move into this fall. Amber is currently a Licensed Massage Therapist and is in
a 5-year program to become a Naturopathic Doctor.

Bridget Schaeffer is graduating from Purdue University with a 3.5 GPA in Construction Engineering. She has taken a full time job in Phoenix, Arizona with Holder Construction.
While there she received a 2,500 sponsorship through Construction Engineering Management, $3,000 for Outstanding Senior, and was a member of Beta Tau Honorary Fraternity.
She spent 4 of her 8 semesters on Dean’s List and the other fourwith Semester Honors.

Jack Berge is a Junior at U of L and works at Gaslight Square Animal Hospital. In addition, he helped Mr. Glass coach the highschool boys’ basketball team. By the end of the year,
he was the main coach in the JV boys’ games. He says, “most of the time, I’m enjoying my life!”

Ross Epstein is engaged and plans to marry next spring. He is playing with local band, Gravity Bomb.

Ashley Stengel is married and living in D.C. with hubby, RyanFoster. Ryan works for the CIA—it’s top secret, she’d tell us, but she’d have to shoot us and since Annie’s got a man,
she just might have a gun too! They have a dog, Max, a German shepherd. Ashley is a dog trainer and she’s being artsy with the DC League of Artists. She loves it!

Emily Gipe is working at Atria and just started a new job in theActivities Department. Mom says she “very much enjoys working with the elderly.” She is also still working part-time
at Fun Dome and enjoys her Bible study group, shopping and hanging out with friends.

Ann Pape is an accounting major and is working part time for Underwriter’s Safety & Claims. She will spend the summer in Phoenix being a nanny.

Max Roth is currently shooting advertisements for Freed– Hardeman University. He is on staff there doing marketing and graffic design work. He is also taking classes in hopes of
getting a MA in Psychology. He was on both the President’s andthe Dean’s list. This summer he will be working at Morgan’s Fine Art Photography and apprenticing with a National
Geographic photographer.

Emily Atwood just finished up her first year at Centre College, although she broke her foot and is about to undergo surgery, she still managed to pull through her first year. Emily
was the recipient of Centre’s Colonel’s Scholarship.

Josh Houghton is left for bootcamp May 12th. He’s training tobe a combat engineer. When he returns in August, he’ll be an RAwhile attending Eastern Kentucky University.

Megan Gillespie really enjoyed her first her first year at Anderson University. She was busy, busy, busy with school and her on campus job, but hopes to acquire a position with the
Athletic Training Program. Of course, she’s really upbeat and driven—who’da thunk it?

Amy Cheek graduated Cum Laude from U of K. She has a degree in Early Childhood Education and is job hunting for a kindergarten position.

Sgt. Jeff Kennedy lives in Virginia Beach. He is in the Marines working at VFA-106 Oceana Air Station. He is hoping to be selected to become a Marine Corp Officer this fall. He
is also attending Old Dominion University and working part time at American Eagle.

David Ayres is working as a security guard an living in Jeffersontown.
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fans with thrills and excitement all year long!
The junior varsity record was clearly not indicative of the

success they had this year. They had a slow start, but im-
proved tremendously over the course of the year. There
was quite a contrast in the team we put on the floor in the
first few games, and the product at the end of the year. We
were very proud of them.

This was a very special year for the varsity boys. This
was a fun group of young men who gave it their all every
game. We started five seniors, but it was truly a team effort
every time out. They were able to put together the first 20-
game-winning-season in the history of the program. Their
overall record was 27-4. The team went to the state tourna-
ment and lost in the first round to the team who went on to
win it all. In fact, it was the only team in the tournament
they hadn’t defeated this year.

It was especially exciting to have several of our alumni
players come back to coach and help us out with practice
this year. We would like to especially thank Jack Berge,
Justin Jones, and Adam Blandford for assisting on the
bench this year.

We are very pleased to announce that Spencer Savage’s
basketball career will not end here at AIE. He will be play-
ing for Freed Hardeman University this fall, and he can’t
wait to get down there and suit up.
From Coach Murrell:

This last season was another great step in the continued
development of the AIE Girls’ Basketball team, coached by
Dennis Murrell and Tom Berge (with the valued assistance
of Don Rowe and Jack Berge). The junior varsity team had
a solid season, winning its region and earning a trip to the
State Tournament. At the tournament, the team won its first
game against Trinity before losing a close game to Blue-
grass Baptist.

The Girls’ Varsity team had another excellent season,
going 20-4 for the year. Led by seniors Candice McKinney,
Jenna Holladay and Jackie Roberts, they won the regular
season title for the region. In addition, the team won mid-
season tournaments at Bluegrass Baptist and Christian
Academy of Lawrenceburg (for the third year in a row).
After completing a strong regular season, the team went on
to win the regional tournament, beating rival Cornerstone
Christian for the third time in the season. In the state tour-
nament, the varsity defeated Heritage Christian before los-
ing to eventual winner Lakeside in a very close game. Fol-
lowing the end of the season, Candice McKinney was
named to the All-State team.

Even though the team will miss the three departing sen-
iors, next season looks very promising, with the team return-
ing 7 of the top 10 varsity players from last season, includ-
ing returning starters Laura Caldwell, Kaylee Bass and Ayla
Murrell. All three of these players were named to various all
-tournament teams during the season. Please come and
support this team as they continue to strive to achieve their
individual and collective best.

We look forward to seeing our fans as we pursue another
year of athletics.

Led by teachers Bob Guerrero, Shannon Dauenhauer, the Archery Team competed in their first tournament.

As the needs of our student body change and new opportunities arise, AIEhas been
able to add new programs to their athletic program. This year, a cross country team is
being put together by parents Laura Dietrich & Cindy Meiners. Many interested stu-
dents gathered with their parents and met to go over training requirements. It is a prom-
ising program that presents yet another chance for our students to acquire new skills
and confidence.
New this year, was a bowling club. With the guidance of Melinda Warford and Kathy

Schuler, students gathered after school once a week to learn the basics of bowling and
to enjoy year other’s company.

Soccer, under the guidance of Bruce Distler and Jerry Johnson continued to im-
prove and develop, this time winning 4 matches in just their third season It was a great
beginning to the year not only athletically, but socially. School pride was apparent as
not just family, but alumni and faculty gathered to cheer on the cougar team. While
some had relatives and friends on the team, others simply came to catch up with the
school and be a part of the action. That’s just another exciting aspect of being part of a
young school—seeing the alumni base grow and come back to support its current ath-
letes. Dennis Murrell will be coaching the team this year as Bruce steps down to spend
more time with his family. The season begins in the middle of August and the coaches
would really appreciate having alumni coming out again and supporting the team. You
can get schedule information from the office.

The volleyball teams had a tough year after losing their regular coach, but bounced
back under the guidance of parent volunteers Lee Karsner and Ken Hall, and Mid-
America Sports’ Coach Nick Maxim. They’re looking forward to expanding on the many
new techniques and teamwork strategies they are learning.
From Coach Dauenhauer:

Our fledgling archery team continued change lives one arrow at a time. This year
they were able to expand the Academy archery program from high school to 7th& 8th
grade. Over 25 students met Tuesdays and/or Thursday mornings to learn safety,
accuracy, and control of target shooting. This year they competed for the first time in
the National Archery in the Schools Program (NASP) held in Bullitt County. AIE’s over-
all team score earned them an invitation to the state tournament where they madea
strong showing and even won a fan base. The 2008-09 season looks to be evenbet-
ter. They are excited, motivated, and aiming for the bullseye!
From Coach Glass:
This year was an exciting one for the Cougar basketball program. Both the junior

varsity and varsity boys’ teams had wonderful seasons. Both squads provided their

Go Teams! -A Recap of 08’s Cougar Athletics

ATHLETICS



ATHLETICS
Page9

Scenes from the
soccer field this
past fall. Friends,
family & faculty
cheered on our
athletes as did
many alumni. As
this is being
published, the
team has already
started practice
for this season.

We love you Cougars!

Below: As the tension mounts, three recent grads show their enthusiasm.

Shots from Conseco Fieldhouse.
AIE converges on Indy to play on the
NBA court. Alumni show up to lend a
hand and cheer on the teams.
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The Academy for Individual Excellence
3101 Bluebird Lane
Louisville, Kentucky 40299

to thisyear’s
Senior Production

Friday, October 31st
& Saturday, November 1st!

at 7:00 pm

Answersto Cougar Cubs(Page 6)

Alumni!
Have info to share? Contact

Ms. Gil at her new e-mail address:
glangley@aiexcellence.com

1. Jennifer Ankeny Morrison—Taylor & Sydney

2. Sara Ruzanka Hartrman—Evie

3 & 4. Melinda Moore Kuprion—Asher & Bryce

5. April Baker Hawkins—Shelby

6. Morgan Savage Andrews - Lincoln & Maddox

7. Amanda Savage Williams –Braden and Kenslee

8 & 9 Brandon Savage—Daniel & Jadon

10. Mandy DeSpain Hall—Ruben & Sebastian


